Radiation

The following is an interview by freelance reporter Michael Fosburg
with Dr. Gearge Carla, Chairman of the Science and Public Policy
Institute, @ non-prafit public health group based in Washington, D.C.
Dr. Carlo is recognized as one of the world's top experts on the health
effects of electromagnetic radiation. He is the co-author, with Martin
Schram, of Cell Phones: Invisible Hazards in the Wireless Age
and was the chief scientist of the warld's largest research effort into
wireless safety.

MF: Dr. Carlo, what is the Science and Public Policy Institute, and
what role does it play regarding the dangers of cell phones?

GC: We opened the institute in the early 19905 as a forum to
address public health issues where there was a clash between sci-
ence and politics. Over the years, we have studied controversial
problems ranging from silicone breast implants, to hazardous
waste sites and, more recently, mobile phone health risks. In
zooz, we established the Safe Wireless Initiative project, initially
to continue research into mobile phone dangers and, more spe-
cifically, to moniter health problems among cell phone users,

MF: Is the Safe Wireless Initiative program still in operation?

GC: Yes. In fact, we now have more than &,000 members and
we're growing every week. Our main focus is to provide infor-
mation to consumers about the cell phone safety problem and
helpful solutions to that prablem. Our health concerns registry is
the only post-market surveillance program in the world tracking
health problems amang cell phone users.

MF: Shouldn't the government or the cell phone industry
be doing that tracking?

GCC: Yes, they should. But while the mabile phone industry and
government regulatory agencies continue to maintain that there
is no evidence of increased disease among cell phone users,
neither are monitoring these consumers for disease. No one is
lacking for problems or even counting, so how would they ever
know if problems exist? Based on the $28 million research pro-
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gram | oversaw in the 19gos—research funded by the industry
and overseen by a formal government interagency working
group—we recommended that surveillance of phone users be
put in place as far back as 19g98. But absolutely no consumer
protection steps have been taken. | find that inexcusable.

MF: How can the government be so silent with so much
publicity about cell phone dangers over the years?

GC: The cell phone industry has effectively changed the focus
from public safety to politics, and they have used political pres-
sure to keep the lid on the issue. The watch dogs in government
are not barking, and that has left the consumer unprotected.
The Food and Drug Administration has inexplicably walked away
from putting any regulatory control on cell phone companies. The
Environmental Protection Agency had its radio frequency radia-
tion budget cut to the point where they are no longer involved
in the issue. Because of the flow of dollars associated with wire-
less communications, the Federal Communications Commis-
sion has openly become a financial partner with the industry in
deploying the technology. In effect, mabile phone health risks are
not regulated in the U.S. Consumers are unknowingly on their
own in terms of protection. The Safe Wireless Initiative provides
consumers with a safety avenue.

MF: How does the Safe Wireless Initiative work
to help consumers?

GC: Besides providing up-to-date consumer information on the
problem, we critically evaluate prevention products to make
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